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Introduction

The landscape of the Bohemian Cretaceous Basin, situated
in the northern and northeastern part of Bohemia, consists
of several geographically important units which were
settled from early prehistory through to the historical
period. The most important among them are the Elbe
Sandstones, including the national parks Ceské Svycarsko
(Bohemian Switzerland) and Séchsische Schweiz (Saxon
Switzerland), the region of Ceska Lipa, and the protected
landscape areas Kokorinsko, Cesky raj (Bohemian Paradise),
and Broumovsko. The following overview is devoted to
these areas.

Sandstone landscape in prehistory

The earliest traces of human presence in the sandstone
caves of this region can be archaeologically dated back to
the later phase of the Middle Palaeolithic (approximately
120 000-40 000 B.C.); up to now, we know of only one site
dating from this period, Jislova jeskyné cave (Jisl’s Cave)
near Turnov with assemblages of lithic industry, which can
be classified as belonging to the Mousterien (Filip 1947).
In the following period, hunters inhabited an open landscape,
and they perhaps avoided the diverse rocky terrain. The
situation changed with the beginning of the Holocene
period. Remarkable is the rock shelter site Nizka Le$nice
in the Polomené hory Hills, which yielded a fragment of
a human skull dated to 10 190 B.P. During the Mesolithic
(approximately 9500-5500 B.C.), many rock shelter
sites came into existence in the area of Ceska Lipa and in
the Czech part of the Elbe Sandstones. They existed

simultaneously with open-air sites, mostly situated on
banks of rivers or swamps. Preserved in the rock shelters
are cultural debris corresponding to the various stages of
the Mesolithic, and including chipped lithic industry, bone
artifacts and rarely also human teeth (for instance the
sites Pod zubem, Sidelnik 1, Vysokd and Nizka Legnice,
Cernd louze and Stara skéla). Settlement features at the
Hermanky and Pod zubem sites suggest that some of the
rock shelters were originally protected by a wooden
construction possibly covered with animal skins. Many
radiocarbon dates were obtained from the hearths (Svoboda
et al. 1998, 2000, Svoboda (ed.) 2003) (Figure 1).

The earliest farmers of the Early Neolithic were interested
in some of the rock shelters in the area of Ceska Lipa (Hei-
maénky, for instance). The number of sites increased during
the Late Neolithic (5000-4300 B.C.). The plateaus, below
which the rock shelters are situated, were originally covered
with calcium-rich loess, and the rock shelters and caves
could thus have originally belonged to farming settlements.
The cave-sites Oko and Kurandovska have yielded evidence
of a local industry that produced chipped and polished
stones (Jen¢ 2006; Jen¢ and Pesa 2000) (Figure 2).

Interest in rock shelters and smaller caves continued, with
some breaks, in the following period of the Late Stone Age
(Eneolithic, approximately 4300-2100 B.C.). During this
period, people penetrated the Elbe Sandstones region for
the first time, and used some of the rock shelters situated
along the edge of the rocky landscape that had been
previously exploited by Mesolithic hunters (for example
the sites at Arba near Srbskéd Kamenice and Soj¢i near
Jetrichovice). Recent excavations have attested that there
were Early and Middle Eneolithic settlements in the Ceska
Lipa area (for example the rock shelter sites at Hermanky,
Staré skdla and Nizka LeSnice in the Polomené hory Hills,
and those in the surroundings of Ralsko-Hrad¢any). There
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Figure 1. From early prehistory
(not dated more precisely) —
the so-called “Jeskyné ryby”
(Fish cave) in the rocky area

of Zabor¢i-Drabovna near Mala
Skéla in the Bohemian Paradise.
A unique polished stone artifact
bearing an incised decoration,
perhaps a sculpture in a shape
of a fish. Found at a depth of
about 1 metre during an illegal
construction of a tramps’ camp.
Photo by Jan Rendek, drawn by
Vladimir Pesa.
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Figure 2. The Neolithic (the
Stroked Pottery Culture and
Samborzec group) — selected
finds from the Oko Cave in

the Bohemian Paradise: pottery
and a polished basalt adze,
dated to 6 500 years B. P. Drawn
by Adéla Dandova, Petr Jenc
and Pavel Vasicek.
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was a rare find of Late Eneolithic pottery, corresponding
to the period of the Bell Beaker Culture, at the Nizka
Les$nice rock shelter site (Svoboda (ed.) 2003). Among the
more important sites in the Bohemian Paradise are: the
Prtleznd jeskyneé Cave near Zasadka which contained
arare find of a whole ceramic vessel dating from the Early

Eneolithic; the Portal Cave, situated near the well-known
hilltop-sites at Dneboh-Hrada and Klamorna on the Muzsky
Hill massif (Jen¢ and PeSa 2000); cave workshops, processing
mainly local sources of jasper and chalcedony, situated on
the slope of the melaphyre Kozdkov Hill; and the microarea
of Certova ruka near Hruba Skéla (Filip 1947).
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Up to now, there are almost no finds dating from the
Early and Middle Bronze Ages (approximately 2100-1400
B.C.), an exception is the pottery fragment belonging to the
Late Unétice Culture found in the rock shelter site at
Vychodni Vranovy under the Muzsky Hill massif (Jene¢
2006). Conversely, towards the end of the Bronze Age, the
number of sites drastically increased and the sandstone
landscape experienced the largest human impact of the whole
prehistoric period. This demographic boom reached its
peak in the 11-10t™ centuries B.C., during the Subboreal
climatic period, which was characterized by an arid and
fluctuating climate of the continental type. Later, there is
a considerable decline in site density, which is mainly
attested to in the areas with a diverse terrain and lovwer rainfall
such as the Prihrazska vrchovina Upland near Mnichovo
Hradiste. This was perhaps due to the extensive human
exploitation of the landscape exceeding the potential of
the environment. Deforested sandstone plateaus in the
Bohemian Paradise and Ceskd Lipa areas were exposed
to extensive erosion leading to a far-reaching deprivation
of whole ecosystems. In the Bohemian Paradise, the
settlement gradually shifted to the humid areas of the
mountain slopes and also concentrated along the main
course of the Jizera River, generally, a slight demographic
decline can be observed. This dramatic Late Bronze Age
development was followed by a revival of settlement in
the sandstone areas in the beginning of the Hallstatt (Early
Iron Age) period (71"-5" century B.C.), when it almost
reached the same extent as the Late Bronze Age (Jen¢ and
Pe3a 2000). The region was exposed to the influence of
the Billendorf Culture from the north, which even reached
the Ceska Lipa area, the most important local site of this
culture being the rock shelter at Donbas near Ralsko-
-Hrad¢any (Svoboda (ed.) 2003).

During the Late and Final Bronze Age there was
anoticeable increase in human activity on the Saxon side
of the Elbe Sandstones and in the Lusatian Mountains
(Zittau Mountains). People established settlements on the
table mountains Lilienstein and Pfaffenstein which dominated
the Elbe River valley; a hillfort existed on the Pfaffenstein
in the Late Bronze Age (Neugebauer 1986). In the area of
Zittau, in the Zittau Mountains, located on an inaccessible
rock butte is the hillfort site of Oybin of exceptional regional
importance. The site was settled in the Late Bronze Age
(the Lusatian Culture), and moulds found there suggest
the local production of bronze artifacts.

In the following Late Iron Age (5"/4'" centuries B.C. -
1stcentury B.C.), archaeological finds almost disappeared
from the rocky areas. There are only a few exceptions. In
the sandstone rock shelters and caves the presence of the

Celtic material culture has only been found in the Bohemian
Paradise (no more than 10 sites in total; for instance the
Portal Cave on the Muzsky Hill massif, Srbsko and Certova
ruka). There are many unanswered questions concerning
Kristova jeskyne Cave (Christ’s Cave) in the Klokoc¢ské
skdly Cliffs near Turnov, where, in 2001, a golden Celtic
coin was found, a shell stater weighing 7.517 g and dated
to the 2" century B.C. Other exceptional items include
pottery dating from the Roman Iron Age (approximately
40 B.C. - the end of the 4% century A.D.) which were found
in several caves and rock shelters in the Bohemian Paradise
(Oko, Berca and Certova ruka), and in the Ceskd Lipa area
(rock shelters in the surroundings of Diev¢ice). From the
Migration Period (375/400 A.D. - the first half of the 6™ century
A.D.) are two dated sites with extraordinary finds of
complete metal artifacts - Novakova pec on Certova ruka
in the Bohemian Paradise, and a nameless small cave in
the Elbe River canvon near Hirensko (Jen¢ and Pe$a 2000,
Jenc 2006. Svoboda (ed.) 2003).

Some archaeological finds, dating from various stages of
prehistory, are similar in character and distinctions hetween
them are only quantitative. The most common features
attested in the rock shelters are hearths, sometimes only
partly preserved, but usually dispersed within the cultural
debris and recognizable only on the basis of burnt sand and
charcoal concentrations. Postholes, when attested, do not
create contours or any other features and they have perhaps
something to do with the internal furnishings of the sites.
A burnt wooden screen was excavated in the rock shelter
site Dolsky mlyn in Bohemian Switzerland. The screen
has been preliminarily dated to between the Eneolithic
and Hallstatt periods. Potsherds and fragments of animal
bones prevail among finds. From the Neolithic and Eneolithic
periods smaller assemblages of chipped lithic industry are
known; silicite flakes are rarer in the layers dating from the
Bronze Age. Among the more extraordinary finds are those
from the polished stone industry or metal artifacts.

An interesting group of finds consists of whole vessels
found in the caves along the Elbe River canyon, on the
both sides of the state border. The caves are small, not
prominent, and difficult to access, and are lacking any
other finds or clearly formed “cultural layers” in them
(the sites are near Dolni Zleb, Schmilka, Schéna, and Bad
Schandau). The vessels date from various periods of
prehistory (the Eneolithic, Middle and Late Bronze Ages
and the La Téne period), and perhaps originally contained
food or drink which has not been preserved. The finds
have some connection with the so-called Elbe-route, and
probably represent sacrifices for a successful passage
through this dangerous segment of the Elbe River.



skdly Cliffs, and the hillfort site near Briniky in the Elbe
Sandstones. Also, in the neighbourhood of these sites,
activities in the rock shelters and caves have been attested
(Figure 3). For example at Sokolka near Srbsko a ceramic
vessel (or its fragment) was found which was perhaps
sacrificed to some pagan deity in the 9 century and in the
Prachovské skély Cliffs — a small so-called “Dwelling of a wall
guard“ Cave was discovered (Turek 1946; Jen¢ and Pesa
2000).

High Medieval colonization started in northeastern
Bohemia in the second half of the 13" century, and within
one hundred years (1250-1350) gradually created the
settlement structure which is mostly preserved today.
Some of the villages were founded on the rocky plateaus
with difficult access - for instance Drazejov in the Ceskd
Lipa region (which is for the first time mentioned in texts
from 1402). Castles and other fortified structures hecame
important elements of the landscape; they were built in
strategic locations on rocky spurs of land or even sandstone
buttes. The soft sandstone also enabled people to sink
parts of their structures into the rock and to create cellars,
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Saunstejn in Bohemian Switzerland (Gabriel and Panacek
2000). Among other interesting castles, built on sandstone,
are those at Frydstejn, Rotstejn, Vale¢ov, and Kost in the
Bohemian Paradise, Houska in the Kokotinsko region,
and Konigstein, Hohnstein, Neurathen and Neu-Wildenstein
in Saxon Switzerland (Sédchsische Schweiz). In the fortress
of Kénigstein a 152.2 m deep well was dug during its
redevelopment from 1563-69, from which water was
raised, at a later date, with a steam pump (Weber 1985).

During the Late Middle Ages a network of communications
was also formed, many of which are preserved until today
as hollow ways. Their original medieval form was usually
destroyed in later periods. Between the 14! and 16
centuries, many ponds were founded such as the Machovo
jezero Pond, Novozdmecky rybnik Pond and Holanské
rybniky Ponds in the Ceska Lipa region. Sandstone ridges
were usually used for their dams through which flashes
were broken. The earliest known sandstone quarries also
date from the Middle Ages (14" century). To this period
we can date with certainty the millstone quarry in the
surroundings of the Mil3tejn Castle in the Lusatian






















